
iPhone and iPad Camera 
 

Whereʻs my camera?   

Look on the Home Screen.  Swipe left if you donʻt see it on the first screen.  

Or on the Control Center.  Tap open area on the Control Center to hide it again.  

Or drag down from the top for the Notifications screen, camera is at the bottom.   

Home Screen        Control Center  

 

Photos 
How do I take a photo?  

Once you open the camera you’ll see a white button to press when 
you take a photo.  

Or press either Volume button on the side. This is useful when you’re 
in portrait mode – sideways.  

Or plug your earpods into the phone and press the 
microphone button (the small box on the cord) This is like a 
remote control button because the camera doesn’t shake.  
 

Where are the tools?  

Your camera controls are the same on your iPhone or iPad.  They are on the 
top, bottom or side of the camera window.  Scroll right or down to see 
more Photo types.   Scroll left or up to see more Video types.  

 

What kind of photos can I take?   

Regular – vertical (“portrait” mode)  or horizontal (“landscape” mode)   

Square for things like Pinterest  

Panorama – hold vertically, tap the shutter button and steadily pan across 
the scene.  Let go of the shutter button when done.  
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Portrait – iPhone 7 plus, 8 plus and X and higher have this 
feature which adds studio lighting and blurs the background. 
The Stage Light setting blacks out the background even in full 
daylight.  

Burst – hold the shutter button down for rapid fire pics of 
moving subjects.   

    
portrait    landscape                     panorama                                  burst 

 

How can I make my photo better?  

1. Set the Focus (sharpness) and Exposure 
(brightness) of your subject.   
 

Tap and hold on the part you want sharpest until 
the yellow AE/AF lock (Auto Exposure/Auto 
Focus) indicator appears at the top.  It locks in the 
sharpness and adjusts the light so your subject 
has the best light.  It locks until the next photo. 
 

Adjust the Brightness of the whole photo   
Tap and hold as above.  When the AE/AF indicator appears, drag anywhere 
on the screen up or down.  The whole photo will brighten or darken.  Tip:  
go darker rather than over bright – it’s easier to fix in Photos.    

2. Pick your lighting.  Try to get the main light behind you, shining on your 
subject.   Try the flash even in daylight to wipe out some of the shadows.  
Cloudy days and full shade can give you great photos.   

3. Frame your subject – generally, fill the frame, off center is often nice, 
avoid distractions.  See http://bit.ly/iphone-composition 

4. Zoom in or out – double tap with your finger or pinch 
out.  Better yet:  zoom in with your feet, not your 
camera, get close, fill the frame. 

5. Orientation – try holding the phone/iPad horizontal.  
Use the Volume button on the side for your shutter.  

6. Clean your lens:   a dirty lens will cause a haze when 
you face the light.  Wipe it with a microfiber cloth damp with water. 
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How to use your photo controls  

Flash    Auto will trigger the flash if it’s too 
dark.  ON will trigger it regardless.  Tip:  if you’re too close, your 
subject may be over exposed.   Stand several feet back and zoom in 
by spreading your fingers (opposite of pinch), then use the flash.  

 

HDR   This High Dynamic Range takes 3 
shots, one dark, one regular and one bright, then combines them for 
more contrast and evenness.   You can choose which shot you like 
the best in the Photos library. 

Time Delay     Sets the camera on 
time delay and while you run into the picture.  Also use it to fire 
automatically,  so you won’t shake when you press the shutter.   

Live Photo   Takes a video 1.5 
seconds before and after you press the shutter.  In Photos you can 
later choose which frame of the 1.5 seconds video you want. All 
photos are full size. This is very helpful when the subject is moving, 
even jumping.  You can even save it as a video. 

 

Videos 
What kind of videos can I take?  

Regular – use landscape for best video.   Zoom by pinching out and in.  

Slow mo –  Adds slows motion in one portion of the video  – but you can 
easily select a different portion later.  Great for sports, children, water etc. 

Time lapse – takes shots intermittently over a long period of time.  Put it on 
a tripod or prop it and leave it for several minutes, even an hour or more. 
The video looks like an old fashion movie and shows what’s happening over 
time – several hours’ progress can be shown in a few minutes.  
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How do I take a video?   

Choose a video mode by sliding left or right:  regular Video, Slo-mo or Time 
Lapse. 

Zoom in if you need to (pinch in).    
Set the Focus and Exposure: press on the subject until the AE/AF lock appears 
at the top.  Adjust the brightness (sun) slider if necessary.  

Start:  Press the red Video button to start.   At 
the top of the screen the elapsed time will 
show.  It takes a second or two to start 
shooting.   Check because it’s not recording 
until the time count starts.   Press the red 
button again to stop. 
 
Preview it by tapping the thumbnail in the 
lower left corner before it goes into Photos. 

 
How can I make my video better?  

1. Landscape almost always takes a better video because you get more of the 
scene in and it’s the same way the video will be viewed.   The sides won’t 
have to be filled in.  

2. Have good lighting – keep your back to the light to avoid shadows on the 
subject unless you want a silhouetted video which is also interesting.  Try 
moving around the subject or ask the subject to move to get the best angle 
on the subject and lighting (same for still photos).  Avoid going between 
strongly lighted and shadowed areas if you can.   

3. Pay attention to the background and now and where you will be turning to 
(panning). If possible, avoid distracting movement or objects in the background. 

4. Zoom in and out slowly.  Pan (move side to side) SLOWLY and only when 
you need to for the story.  Use a tripod if necessary.   

 
Saving and Editing 

 
Preview:   Once you click or stop a video it appears in the lower left corner for a few 
seconds of your screen.  You can tap it to view or mark on it.  The it goes to the 
Photos library.  
 

Apple organizes your photos in albums to make them easy to find.   
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• New photos and videos go into the Recents folder.   
• All photos are in the Library folder.  
• Albums you create and name are in the My Albums section at the top. 
• Scroll down for albums by media type:   Videos, Life Photos, Slo-mo etc.  

 
To edit a photo or video find it in your Photos library. Tap it.  Tap Edit in the upper 
right corner.   Tap an editing tool.  Drag the slider left or right to see what 
happens.  Tap Done when done.  The editing tools are very good.   
 

               
 

Tap the Share button to send it to Email or Messages, Facebook etc.   

Tap the Camera link at the top to return to camera mode.   

 

Want more information?  Awesome Apple iPhone Photography tutorial videos  
https://www.apple.com/iphone/photography-how-to/ 

Excellent tips with examples such as great composition tips -  getting up close, 
getting low (or high), using negative space here: 
https://iphonephotographyschool.com/iphone-camera/ 

 



	

	

YouTube  on  Your  iPhone  or  iPad 
 

YouTube has billions of videos and you can bet there are many that will interest, 
amuse, and teach you.  He’s how to do it on your iPad or iPhone.  
 
You can watch YouTube videos on the web or using the YouTube app from the 
App store.   For web YouTube on your iPhone and iPad go to m.youtube.com  
(YouTube for mobile devices). 
 
Here are some YouTube basics: 

• View in landscape:   turn your device sideways so your window is wide.  

• Use the Search box on the YouTube home page to find a topic.  Describe what 
you want e.g. “update an iPhone 6”  or  “iPhone screenshot “ or “ios 14 backup” 

• Tap the video to start and stop it. Tap in the upper left corner or tap the 
House icon to navigate back to the Home Page and the Search box is. 

• Get the best viewing possible:   

o Use full-screen to fill the screen. 

o  Too fast?  Taking too long?  Change the speed of the video.  Speed it 
up 2 or go 2 x slower,  although too big a change is not helpful.  
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o     Trouble hearing?  Tap the settings 
button  to add Closed Captions or 
use ear pods or headphones for a 
much better experience.  

 
 
 
 
 

• Evaluate what you’re seeing and try another if you’re not happy.  You 
don’t need to watch the whole thing.  If you like it Bookmark it.   
 

o Notice the number of views of this video.   (the above Jiggly Cake 
video had over 85 million!) 

o Look at number of Likes and Dislikes (thumbs up and down).   Most 
good ones have many Likes and relatively few Dislikes.  Read some of 
the comments to see why.   You may still find the video useful.  

o How old is this video?  Does it matter for this content?     
 

• Notice how long the video is.  Tap the video to see the player controls.  ON 
the left you will see elapsed time and how long the video is.  e.g.  0:10 / 
5.41. means the video is now 10 seconds into a 5 min. and 41 second video.  

 
YouTube Account 
You don’t need a YouTube account to watch YouTube videos.  If you have an 
account you can: 

• see a History of all the videos you’ve watched, making it easier to find one 
and watch it again,  

• comment or ask a question after watching a video 
• “Subscribe” to someone’s channel (their collection of videos) and if desired, 

get a notification when a new video is added.  
• Upload your own videos and edit them.  You can make it “Private” so only 

the people you choose, like family,  can see it or make it Public to share 
with everyone.  

If you want an account, open a YouTube page.  In the upper right corner tap  

 
Tap Create Account and follow the directions. 


